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7. Learning More about Who Jesus Is 

Who is Jesus? 

Central question of the early church 

Central question in the preaching of Paul 

“I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified” (1 Cor 2:2). 

The question is the focus of the first four books of the NT 

Gospels tell the story of the life, death, resurrection 

Our very name — “Christ-ians” 

Not primarily about doctrine or fellowship or religion — Christ 

Therefore paramount that Christians have a clear answer to this question 

Many common answers 

Good man — moral teacher — prophet — founder of a religion 

Demon-possessed — lesser god and brother of Satan 

Schweitzer: died a lunatic 

Don’t know; don’t care 

Everything in life and death hinges on your answer to this question 

At the judgment seat, there is only one right answer to this question 
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Book of Acts tells the story of the early church 

Chapter 2 — Peter’s first sermon — answers this question 

2:22-24 — 32-33a — 36-39 

Peter’s preaching is all about the question, “Who is Jesus?” 

V 38 — primarily repent of their misunderstanding 

Accept Peter’s answer to the question 

Who is Jesus? 

Peter starts with the name: “Jesus of Nazareth” (v 22) 

Part of the gospel message: Jesus was a real human being 

Born to Mary and Joseph — peasants without rank or fame 

Grew up in a small town — Nazareth 

Insignificant town/country 

30 — gathered 12 followers and for 3.5 years preached 

Tired, ate, slept 

Never married — owned a house — traveled far from home 

Seen as religious rebel 

Threat to the religious establishment 

Finally deserted by friends and killed by his own countrymen 

Real human being 
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Peter makes it clear that he is not just “Jesus of Nazareth” 

Much more than a mere human being 

Acts 2:36 — after resurrection: “Lord” 

What does “Lord” mean? 

kuvrioV  translated “Lord” can mean “sir” or “master” 

In LXX kuvrioV translates “Yahweh” — I AM (burning bush) 

Peter is preaching that Jesus is God — Great I AM of the burning bush 

This theme runs throughout the NT, beginning with his birth 

Matt reminds us of Isaiah’s prophecy of the virgin birth — Luke 1:35 

“Son of God” used throughout the Bible to describe Jesus 

“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God” (John 20:31) 

Title of the gospel of Mark — “Jesus Christ, the Son of God” 

Mark doesn’t teach it with explicit theological statements (Centurion) — 
Implicitly through stories 

Power over demons, sickness, natural world (calm sea), death 

Authority to forgive sins — God alone 

Only one person can do all this — Son of God 

Not “son” in the sense that we think of it 

Mormons — created being; brother of Satan 

Monotheism — Son (of God) and Father — John 5:18 
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Explicitly call Jesus “God” in the Bible 

John 1:1 — Jehovah Witnesses are wrong; don’t know Greek 

“No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
made him known” (John 1:18) 

Jesus: “Before Abraham was, I AM” (John 8:58) 

Kyrios, YHWH — tried to stone him for blasphemy 

“I and the Father are One.” (10:30) 

Thomas: “My Lord and my God” (20:28) 

Paul “Our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13) 

Peter “The righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ” (2P 1:1a) 

Allowing for the Trinity 

Monotheists; Trinitarians (God-head — God the Father …) 

Doesn’t say “I and the Father are exactly the same thing” 

Nevertheless, these are explicit claims that Jesus is God 

“Lord” in Acts 2:36 

By means of Jesus’ resurrection, God made it clear that Jesus is Lord 

kuvrioV — Yahweh (I AM) — Son of God — God 
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“Incarnation” 

“God became incarnate, flesh” 

“Jesus is fully God and fully human” 

Jesus did not just appear to be human 

He was fully human — John 1:14 

No idea of the real divine Jesus in human shell 

Just as human as you and I are human 

But without sin — Heb 4:15b; 7:26 

Likewise, the Incarnation teaches Jesus is not just a human being 

Fully God 

How many times have you heard: “I believe Jesus was a good person”? 

Good people don’t say the things Jesus said 

I am the vine and you are the branches — siblings 

I and the Father are one 

People who think this haven’t read the Bible 

Liar, lunatic, or God 
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Is the Incarnation important? To understand and to believe? Yes! 

1. The only way that salvation could even be a possibility for us—God-man 

a. Jesus had to be fully human if he were to die for human sins 

“He had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 
propitiation [sacrifice] for the sins of the people” (Heb 2:17). 

b. He had to be fully God — No human being … 

Could have carried all sin of world on cross 

Could have lived a perfect life — acceptable sacrifice 

No human being’s death could been applied to my sin 

Ultimately: “Salvation belongs to our God” (Ps 3:8; Rev 7:10) 

Significant ramifications 

a. Exclusive — “I am the way …” — one mediator (1 Tim 2:5) 

b. Evangelism — “No other name …”; Christ-centered 

2. Necessary if you are a Christian 

Full humanity — 1 John 4:2-3 

Full divinity — Rom 10:9 

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom 10:9). 

Central question of life: “Who is Jesus?” 

1. Repent of your misunderstanding — sin 

2. Preoccupied not with religion — “Who is Jesus?” 


